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Synopsis

The modern classic, completely updated. The newest edition of The Backyard Astronomer’s Guide
includes the latest data and answers the questions most often asked by home astronomers, from
beginners to experienced stargazers. Terence Dickinson and Alan Dyer provide expert guidance on
the right types of telescopes and other equipment; photographing the stars through a telescope; and
star charts, software and other references. They cover daytime and twilight observing, planetary and
deep-sky observing, and much more. With over 500 color photographs and illustrations, The
Backyard Astronomer’s Guide is one of the most valuable, beautiful and user-friendly astronomy
books ever produced. New and updated for this edition: A 20-page full-color Atlas of the Milky Way
provides location and context for hundreds of celestial objects mentioned throughout the book. A
chapter on Astrophotography with Digital Cameras specifies what equipment works best and how to
use it to collect a color gallery of celestial portraits. Telescopes for Recreational Astronomy features
assessments of a wide range of new telescopes, from models for beginners to those for veteran
astronomy enthusiasts, with special emphasis on computerized telescopes and how they work.
Accessory Catalog spotlights the best of the accessories and flags the frivolous and irrelevant.
Three practical appendices: Polar Aligning Your Telescope; Optics Cleaning and Collimation;
Testing Your Telescope Optics. Any serious home astronomer must have this superb guide as an

ongoing reference.

Book Information

Hardcover: 368 pages

Publisher: Firefly Books; Enlarged 3rd edition (September 12, 2008)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1554073448

ISBN-13: 978-1554073443

Product Dimensions: 9 x 1.2 x 11 inches

Shipping Weight: 3.9 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.8 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (146 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #36,838 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #16 inA Books > Arts & Photography
> Photography & Video > Equipment, Techniques & Reference > Handbooks & Manuals #18

inA Books > Science & Math > Astronomy & Space Science > Star-Gazing #36 inA Books > Arts &
Photography > Photography & Video > Equipment, Techniques & Reference > Reference

Customer Reviews



Being new to backyard Astronomy, | was a little hesitant to spend the money on this book, as it
seemed to be a little expensive. | read a few of the reviews and decided to take the plunge. Now
that this book is in my hands, you would have quite a challenge prying it away from me. The
authors, Dickenson and Dyer have covered EVERYTHING that | could think of, and then some. The
chapter on eyepieces alone was worth the cost of the book, and | made two purchases based upon
this info alone. I'm glad | did. They eyepieces that | purchased as a result have really increased the
quality of my viewing.The photos are beautiful and most are taken by the authors. The Milky Way,
Galaxies, Nebulas, Constellations, Planets are all in this book along with how best to enjoy or
photograph them.Also not really easy to tell online is the size of this book. It is a glossy, coffee table
quality book with all of the technical info that | was looking for, and then some. After scanning and
reading the sections of greatest interest, | am now going back through and reading each chapter in
full. I never do that in this type of book, but this one is too good to miss anything.After having this
book for a couple of months, | can honestly say that it is one of my most prized astronomy
possessions. | cannot think of any case where | got so much really useful information about a

subject that | love for so little money. This is an indispensable guide for any backyard astronomer.

| was sort of thinking this may be more of a field type guide, one that | could take with me star
gazing. It's not. It's a slick, big, beautiful book that you want to put on your coffee table. Does it have
good information? Yes, but how many pages do | need on all the particulars of a specific telescope,
and more importantly, how many pictures do | need of these specific telescopes? There are tidbits
of info in there, you just have to sift through it. | was hoping for more in terms of maps, tips on
identifying certain areas of the sky, etc., but it’s sort of glossed over, like the big, beautiful photos of

the Milky Galaxy that you will never see from your front yard unless you are able to buy a hubble on

This is absolutely perfect. The other reviewers are right- this is exactly the book to get if you need to
make a decision about a telescope. Don’t buy any piece of optics equipment without consulting this
book.What this book is not:A guide on how to commune spiritually with the sky. Lolz. But really, this
isn’t an "imagine the possibilities!!" book, it's a technical manual. Think about it as a really good
copy of the procedure for observing the night sky as an amateur. It’s perfect for that.All in all, an
excellent guide. It really makes you realize the possibilities of astronomical observation using
anything, from the naked eye to binoculars to a remote observatory in the mountains of Chile. You

won't regret buying this.



Well, almost everything...this shows a beginner everything he needs to know about astronomy, from
equipment to nebulae to satellites, however, it doesn’t show you how to find anything in the sky. the
book has some beautiful charts of the milky way in the back but no indication of how to use them or
what are the good targets. a few pages describing what targets to search for and how to find them
would be very useful to a beginner. "left turn at Orion" would be a good choice for something like
that. It does a fantastic job informing you about everything you need to know about telescopes
which i think is the hardest part to getting into star gazing. i just wanted to get a telescope and look
in it and nothing else, but i soon realized that you must know your equipment. All good astronomers
know their equipment and a lot of times create their own equipment. this is where this book excels. it
provides a great, up to date, overview of everything that's out there. having a good reference about
equipment isn’t "necessary", having the internet and all, but it is VERY convenient. in fact i would
say it is necessary. this along with the beautiful pictures,the fun info about planets and the sky and

the history of astronomy, this would be a great purchase.

Absolutely GREAT! For someone just starting out in amateur astronomy, | don’t think you could find
a better information source. | bought this after having read "Nightwatch". They compliment each

other perfecitly!

This book saves time and money. Realistic on information and accurate on assumption. To buying
that perfect scope or bino, | found, "these fellas know what they are talkin about! From accessories
to photography, and in between. | don’t know them and I'm not affiliated with them whatsoever. You
go threw this informative book and you’ll see what I'm saying. With this somewhat short synapsis,
I'm glad | purchased it and | know You will be to. That is, if you really listen to what they wrote. Too
many people think they need the biggest and the best with unrealistic expectations and only end up
with disappointment. With this | mean your not going to get "Hubble telescope views with the best
amateur telescope sold". This book points this out perfectly. I'm glad | purchased it!! Oh did |
mention I'm still the night owl looking at the past, with every star/dso/ nebula/and any and all fuzzy
light patches and ad infinitum, with any clear night that gives me that chance! This book is definitely
the book that gave me the stepping stones to get back to a passionate hobby, and | know with

certainty, if your interest is like mine, it'll be of great source to you to!
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